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V. Descriptions of some new Species of Birds belonging chiefly
to the rare Genera Phytotoma, Gmel., Indicator, Vieill., and
Cursorius, Latham. DBy Mr. Benjamin Leadbeater, I.L.S.
Communicated by the Zoological Club of the Linnean Society.

Read December 20, 1825.

Axonc the numerous accessions which have taken place to our
stock of Ornithology within the last few years, a few species
_ belonging to some of the rarer genera have fallen into my hands,
the descriptions of which may not prove unacceptable to this
Society. Next to the interest which is excited by the discovery
of species that exhibit any novel modification of form, may be
considered that which arises from the accession of species to
groups either little known, or which are of rare occurrence.
The following birds are for the most part of this latter descrip-
tion. They belong to genera, of which the species have hitherto
not only been much limited in number, but which are so rare as
to have come but seldom under the inspection of ornithologists.

Ordo. IxsEessorEs. Vigors.
Tribus. CoxirosTrEs. Cuv.
Fam. Loxiapz. Vigors.
Genus. Puvyroroma. Gmel.

FErrREO-ROSTRE. P. brunneum, capite, guld, caudique suprd
rufis; rostro nigro, crassissimo.
Rostrum
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Rostrum subbreve, crassissimum, basi latissimum, rostri Loaia-
darum robur crassitudinemque in extremum ferens: irre-
gulariter serratum ; mandibuld superiore dente conspicud
prope basin armati ; fomiis angulum prope basin forman-
tibus. Ale subbreves, rotundatae, brunnez ; remigibus supra
fusco-brunneis, subtls fuscis ; remige secundd primé pauld
longiori, tertid quarti quinti sextique fere eequalibus lon-
gissimis, septimé4 octavi noni decimique gradatim breves-
centibus. Cauda mediocris, rotundata ; rectricibus dua-
bus mediis supra rufis, ceterGm pogoniis externis rufis,
internis fuscis, omnibus subtis fuscis. Pedes mediocres,
fusco-brunnei, tetradactyli; acrotarsiis scutellatis, paratar-
sits integris ; digitis subgracilibus ; exteriore usque ad arti-
culum primum medio connexo; medio elongato, duobus
externis subbrevibus, aqualibus ; halluce subforti, subelon-
gato, ungue sublongo, subfalcato ; unguibus omnibus com-
pressis.

Longitudo corporis, 5% ; ale a carpo ad remigem quartam, 24 ;
tarsi, % ; rostri ad frontem, 2, ad rictum, 4 ; altitudo roséri
a basi gnathidiorum ad basin culminis 4 ; latitudo “inter
gnathidia, 5.

I have referred this bird to the genus Phytotoma of Gmelin,
with the general characters of which it sufficiently accords.
The bill, however, is of such extraordinary dimensions, and the
bird exhibits in other respects such peculiar characters, that I
make no doubt it will be found, when closely compared with
the birds of that genus, to form a distinct group from them.
Hitherto I have had no opportunity of making such a compa-
rison, having never seen a specimen of the true Phytotoma ; and
I do not feel myself authorized to form my bird into a new

genus without a more accurate knowledge of that group, with
which
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which it is certainly closely allied, than the superficial characters
already given of it afford me. I have, however, subjoined a
detailed account of the chief characters of the bird in the above
description, in order that those ornithologists, who may have
the good fortune of being able to compare the species of the
true Phytotoma with it, may ascertain how far the birds agree.
I have to add, when alluding to the extraordinary dimensions of
the bill of the species, that the jaw-bones extend in width even
further than the beak itself ; the space between them being -2ths
of an inch, while that between the gnathidia of the lower man-

dible is but Zths.
The greatest breadth of the skull above is 2ths of an inch.

Trib. DexTIROSTRES. Cuv.
Fam. Mervuripz. Vigors.
Gen. Myiorurra. Il.

2. YARRELLII. M. suprd brunnea ; strigd superciliari, thorace,
crisso, guttisque alarum pallide fulvis, abdomine albo ; strigd
per oculos tectricibusque nigris. ' ‘

Caput saturatits brunneum ; cauda rufescenti-brunnea. Ros-
trum suprd brunneum, subtis fulvum ; pedes fulvi.

Longitudo corporis, 5% ; rostri, 4; ale a carpo ad remigem ter-
tiam, 2% ; caude, 2% ; tarsi, 1.

I have dedicated this beautiful species to my friend Wm. Yar-
rell, Esq., whose services as an ornithologist entitle him to this

" public mark of approbation, and whose long continued friend-
ship demands from me this private tribute of esteem.

Fam.
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Fam. Sviviapz. Vigors.
Gen. Tyranxxvuvwrus. Viell.

3. Vieirvori. T. suprad viridi-olivaceus, corpore subtis strigd-
que superciliari utrinque flavis ; capite cristato, alis, caundd,
maculdque utrinque abdominali atris ; regione auriculari atro-
ceruled ; capite summo crissoque roseis ; mento strigdque ala-
rum albis.

Pteromata fulva. Tectrices inferiores albze, nigro notata. Rec-
trices externee apice albo. Rostrum pedesque nigri.

Longitudo corporis, 4 ; rostri, +; ale a carpo ad remigem ter-
tiam, 12 ; caude, 1% ; tarsi, 3. '

1 have named this little Wren, which comes from Chili, after
M.Vieillot, who first characterized the American species, without
the feathers which cover the nostrils, as distinct from the Furo-
pean Regulus. \

Fam. Prieripz. Vigors.
Gen. Parpavorus. Vieill.

4. ArvricanNus. P.supra virescenti-olivaceus, subtis flavescenti-
albidus ; alis cauddque nigris, illis albo guttatis, hic albo ter-
minaté.

Capitis nucheque plumee fusco ad apicem marginate, gule
pectorisque leviter undulatee. Ptila guttis rotundis albis
frequentibus notata, pteromata guttis similibus terminata.
Gene crissumque flavee. Tectrices inferiores albidee.  Ros-

- trum nigro-brunneum ; pedes pallidi.

Longitudo corporis, 4% ; rostri, +; ale a carpo ad remigem se-

cundam, 2% ; cande, 15 ; tarsi 5.

This little bird, which has all the general characters of the

Australian genus Pardalotus, as well as the usual colouring and
markings, was found far in the interior of Africa. It is the

only
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only species of the genus yet discovered, that does not belong

to New Holland.
Trib. ScanxsorEes. Auct.

Fam. CucvvipzE. Leach.
Gen. Ixpicator. Vieillot.

The group of Honeyguides, the first account of the interesting
manners of which was given by Dr. Sparmann, was separated
from the Linnzan genus Cuculus, where it was originally placed
by systematic writers, by M. Le Vaillant* under the name
of Indicateurs; and was afterwards formed into a genus by
M. Vieillot, under the scientific name of Indicator. Some con-
fusion exists respecting the species already described of this
genus. M. Le Vaillant has described and figured two species,
which he calls <“le Grand Indicateur” and ““le Petit Indicateur.”
Dr. Shaw refers to three species, which he denominates I. Spar-
manni (Cuculus Indicator Mill.), the bird originally discovered
by Dr. Sparmann ; I.major ; and I. minor; the two last being
the species figured by M. Le Vaillant. M. Temminck, how-
ever, includes but two species in the genus®, the original Cucu-
lus Indicator Mill. (I. Sparmanni Shaw), and the Petit Indicateur
of M. Le Vaillant (I. minor Shaw); apparently concluding that
the former bird and the Grand Indicateur of M. Le Vaillant
(I. major Shaw) are the same species.

These birds are of rare occurrence, and I have had no oppor-
tunity of ascertaining this point; but I have the good fortune
to be able to add the descriptions of two new species, which
have been sent to me from the interior of Africa, and which
differ totally from all the descriptions and figures of those spe-
cies already published. To these I shall add the detailed de-

* QOis. d’ Afrique. . '

+ Analyse du Syst. gen. d’Ornith. p.73.—1825.—He has subsequently added a
third species in his Planches Coloriées, No. 367.—Nov, 29, 1828.
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scription of a species I have received from the Cape of Good
Hope. This bird, although it does not exactly accord with the
description of the bird originally brought from the same place
by Dr. Sparmann, may yet be the female, or a variety of that
species ; the descriptions of it being very vague and confused,
and the identity of the species being much in doubt.

5. Le Vatvrantir. 1. olivaceo-brunneus, subtis albidus, guld
pectoreque flavo-variegatis ; rectricibus duabus mediis fusco-
brunneis, ceteris albis fusco-brunneo notatis.

Tectrices superiores flavo leviter marginate, inferiores albidze.

' Remiges olivaceo-brunnez margine interno pallidiore, sub-
tus fusce interne albido marginate. Rectrices prima et
secunda albz apice brunneo, tertia alba apice basique
brunneis, quarta et quinta brunnez margine interno albo,
duz medixe brunnex. Rostrum obscureé brunneum, sub-
breve, gonyde subfortiter angulatd. Pedes nigri, ungaibus
pallidioribus.

Longitudo corporis, 7+; ale a carpo ad remigem tertiam, 4-1;;
caude 3 ; rostri ad rictum 1%, ad frontem 1 ; tarsi 13.

This. bird has at first sight some appearance of the I. albi-

collis¥ of M. Temminck; and on a superficial -examination
" might be pronounced either the female or the young male .
of that species. DBut the bill will be found to be decidedly
distinct ; being shorter and stronger, and having a much more
acutely angulated gonys than the bill of that bird.

1. Le Vaillantii also is of less dimensions than the former
bird ; and the disposition of the colours, as may be seen by the
above descriptions, is different in both. I have named the spe-
~ * The male and female of this species had been originally described and named in
this paper; but as the species has been figured by M. Temminck subsequently to the
reading of the paper, I adopt his name.—Nov. 29, 1828. :

’ cies
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cies in honour of M. Le Vaillant, who first pointed out the cha-
racteristic peculiarities of this group, and whose services in
general to science have been of the higlest importance.

6. Burnnacoings. [.olivaceo-fuscus, abdomine albido ; alis dor-
soque infimo flavo variegatis ; rectricibus quatuor mediis oli-
vaceo-brunneis ; rostro brevi, crasso. ‘

Tectrices superiores, primariee externe flavee, interne albido
marginatee, secundarie utrinque flavo marginatee ; inferio-
res albidee. Remiges supra, externd exceptd, externe flavo
interné albido marginate ; subtis fuscee, interne albido
marginate. Rectrices tres externe albze, apice brunneo,
quarta alba apice basique brunneis, quatuor mediz brun-
nex. Rostrum nigrum, mandibuléd inferiori basi albidi,
gonyde grandi.

Longitudo corporis, 6; ale a carpo ad remigem tertiam 3-Z;;
caude 2L ; rostri ad frontem 2, ad rictum 14 ; tarsi .

The bill of this species, although agreeing in general charac-
ters with those of the rest of the group, exhibits a decided dif-
ference from all, in its shortness and thickness. In this respect
it has nearly the appearance of the Beefeater’s bill, partially
agreeing in the strong and angulated form so conspicuous in
that genus.

This analogical resemblance has induced me to confer on the
species the name of Buphagoides.

7. Searmann1? 1. olivaceo-brunneus, guld pectoréque albido
maculatis; abdomine crissoque albidis, brunneo lineatis, rectri-
cibus externis albis, apice brunneis.

Caput parce albido striatum. Alarum plume flavescenti mar-
ginatee ; femorales crissique in medio brunneo striatee. Re-
miges inferiores fuscee. Pteromata alba : ptilu alba brunneo-

N 2 variegata.
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variegata. Rectrices quatuor mediae brunnes, catera albxe
apice brunneo. Rostrum nigrum, mandibuld inferiore albes-
cente. DPedes nigri.

Longitudo corporis, 7% ; ale a’ carpo ad remigem tertiam 4.1 ;
caude 2% ; rostri ad pontem %, ad rictum 7% ; tarsi 13.

Fam. Ramruastioz. Vigors.
Gen. Momotus. Lath.

8. PraTtyruy~Ncuus. M. flavescenti-viridis, capite collo pec-
toreque rufo-castaneis; strigi per oculos, notisque thoracicis
nigris ; rostro latissimo. _

Rostrum pedesque nigri. Remiges pogonio externo viridi, in-
terno rhachibusque fuscis. Tectrices inferiores virides. Rec-
trices supra virides, rhachibus apiceque atris ; subtus fusce.

Longitudo corporis ab apice rostri ad apicem caudee, 145 unc. ;
rostri ad frontem 14, ad rictum 2; ale a carpo ad apicem
remigis quarte 5% ; caude 81 ; tarsi 3.

The distinguishing character of this bird is its bill, which is
flat and broad, unlike the compressed bill of the other three
species. The black stria on the side of the head extends from
the rictus of the bill through the eyes, and covers the ears ; those
on the throat are formed by detached black feathers, not exceed-
ing in this specimen seven in number. The webs of the central
tail-feathers are bare for about an inch near the apes, as is usual
in this genus. '

This bird was found in Brazil.

Ord. GravrvaTorEs. Illiger.
Fam. Cuarapriabpz. Leach.
Gen. Cursorius. Latham.

9. GrarraTor. C. ochraceus, capite dorsoque migro brunneo-
que
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que variegatis ; subtus parcé nigro lineatus; fuscits duabus
parallelis pectoralibus nigris.

Rostram nigrescens. Pedes pallidi.

Longitudo corporis, 72 ; rostri 2 ; tarsi 2.

The extraordinary length of the tarsi of this bird brings the
group to which it belongs into near contact with the long-legged .
genera of Himantopus Cuv. and Aidicnemus Cuv., and adds to
the number of those groups of the family of Charadriade which
are immediately allied to the Gruide of the same order. The
stilt-like appearance of the bird has suggested the specific name
which I have given it.

VI. On



